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Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the LORD our God - in the Name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Dear Baptized, 
 
At the end of John Milton's classic Paradise Regained, the blind poet describes Jesus returning from 

the triumph that is the reversal of Paradise Lost, namely, the reversal of the Fall in the Garden of 

Eden. What may at first be a bit startling to us, is that Milton has the conquering Christ returning - 

neither from the Garden of Gethsemane nor from Calvary's Cross nor even from the Easter Tomb - 

but rather, from the temptation by Satan in the cursed, stony land where Jesus the Christ, the Second 

Adam, has after the 40 days in the wilderness, regained Paradise. 
 
John Milton concludes his epic poem right after the angels of heaven minister to and refresh Jesus in 

the wilderness with these words, ... 
 
    "Thus they the Son of God, our Savior meek, 
Sung victor, and from heavenly feast refreshed 
Brought on his way with joy; he observed 
Home to his mother's house private returned." 
 
In the Gospel reading assigned to the Church this day, Jesus the Christ has returned from the 

temptation and come back home to the region of Galilee. From the people's perspective, the 

carpenter's son disappears for six weeks and suddenly returns from the wilderness. His physical 

appearance likely reflected the 40 days of fasting and the hardships of that time in the desert. This 

peripatetic preacher now journeys throughout the surrounding country and teaches in their 

synagogues. Then the day arrives when He returns to the place where He grew up - to the place 

where His mother's house was, the city of Nazareth. Please listen to verses 16 through 21 of the 

Gospel for today with particular attention to the truth that ... 
 
"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 
And He (Jesus the Christ) came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and He went to the 

synagogue, as His custom was, on the Sabbath Day. And He stood up to read; and there was given to 

Him the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. He opened the Book and found the place where it was written: 
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The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me to preach Good News to the poor. 
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
 
And He closed the Book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing." 
 
Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 
 
The report went out among the places of Galilee concerning this Jesus of Nazareth. For this is the 

One of Whom the wilderness voice had said, "Behold, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of 

the world" (John 1:29) and the One Whom John had baptized and the One on Whom the Holy Spirit 

descended. The eyes of all waited upon the Lord as He walked the land. And if those in the 

surrounding synagogues were amazed at Jesus, and if He was glorified by all in those areas, what 

would happen when the firstborn Son of Mary returned to his hometown of Nazareth? 
 
Jesus the Christ came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and He went to the synagogue, as 

His custom was, on the Sabbath Day. And He stood up to read; and there was given to Him the Book 

of the Prophet Isaiah. The eyes of all waited upon the carpenter's son as the Incarnate Word 

approached the Inscribed Word. He opened the Scroll and began to read. And what did He read? It 

was a re-run sermon that the 30-year-old Jesus delivered some 700 years earlier to the Prophet 

Isaiah. 
 
"The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me to preach Good News to the poor. 
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
 
Ah, what a wonderful, beautiful and gracious text! The promises flow and overflow in this prophetic 

Word concerning the Anointed One, the promised Messiah, the coming Christ, the Deliverer and 

Redeemer. How the hearts of the faithful have clung to this Word of hope and yearned for this Good 

News to be born among us. How the poor long for the inheritance of Heaven, the riches of Paradise 

and fruit of the Tree of Life. Oh to have the Anointed One come to make the proclamation that 

Satan's bondage is broken, that the fetters of death are dashed to pieces and that the chains of sin are 

loosed. What joy there is for the soul who has been released from the dungeon of darkness so that 

the blind behold the Anointed One upon Whom the Spirit has descended. What a promise and how 

we long for this Good News, this one and only Gospel that liberates from the nether gloom prison. 

Who would not look for and long for such a bastille day? Indeed, the faithful of God had heard this 

Word and committed it to memory for centuries. Isaiah's anticipated Messiah promised that He, one 

day, would proclaim "the acceptable year of the LORD." 
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Jesus of Nazareth closed the Book and returned it to the man who was the servant of the Word in 

that place. The eyes of the faithful as well as the eyes of the blind - all eyes were fixed on Jesus as 

He sat down in that synagogue, thus assuming the posture of the teacher. And He began to say to 

them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." These words of Jesus are stunning - 

gracious and wonderful to be sure - but astounding to those who have heard the Word. All ears heard 

the fulfilled Word on that day when the Incarnate Son of God made this proclamation of the Gospel, 

"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."  
 
"Dear people congregated in this Nazareth synagogue, the Christian hopes and Messianic dreams 

spoken of in the prophetic Word have been fulfilled in your hearing on this very day. I am Jesus the 

Christ, the Anointed One upon Whom is the Spirit of the LORD. I am the Christ come to Galilee to 

bring the Good News to you. I am here to send you broken ones forth as released captives. I am 

come to absolve you of all your transgressions and sins, for I am come to be taken captive in your 

place and atone for all your transgressions and sins. I am here to give sight to your eyes that you are 

able to see your Salvation, for I am come to die your death in the darkness of this world and close 

my eyes in the death you deserve. I am here to announce the liberation of all slaves to sin, death and 

Satan, for I am come to defeat all of these tyrants in your place. Indeed, I am come to announce that 

this is the Jubilee year of the LORD when slaves are wonderfully freed, debts are graciously 

canceled and riches freely bestowed." 
 
In addition to all of this, two particular words call for our attention. First is the word "fulfilled" in the 

sentence: "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." The word is not used with the 

meaning that something is fulfilled and done with ... like when a three year stint in the military is 

fulfilled and now that an honorable discharge has been given to someone, that person is no longer 

subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice. No, the word is used as a verb with the force of it 

being that the Scripture has been fulfilled and it continues to be fulfilled. For example, that Jesus is 

the Christ is a present and continuing reality. That "today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing" was a present and continuing reality for those assembled in Nazareth's synagogue. 
 
The other word that St. Luke wrote in the Gospel text that needs to be emphasized is the word 

"began" - And Jesus "BEGAN to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.'" The Holy Spirit, through the pen of St. Luke, tells us that Jesus, "when He BEGAN His 

Ministry, was about thirty years of age" (Luke 3:23). Indeed, Luke tells us in the first verse of Acts, 

"In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus BEGAN to do and teach." Thus, the 

entire Gospel of Luke - aye, the entire life of Jesus from His Conception to His Ascension - is what 

He BEGAN to do and teach. 
 
So, one might ask, when did He stop? Well, He didn't stop. In fact, He hasn't stopped in 2000 years. 

Truly Jesus continues to do and to teach even now what He began in Nazareth of Galilee. The 

Ascended Lord takes His Holy Writ and gives it to the man who is the servant of the Word in this 

place and He calls Him to read it to the people who have gathered here. 
 
What is it that Jesus continues to do through His pastors that He has given and continues to give to 

His Church? The answer is this: nothing more and nothing less than what He began to do Himself 

and has continued to do ever since that day in Nazareth. The pastor is called to preach the Good 

News to the poor by telling them of this Gospel of God - called to proclaim release to the captives by 

absolving the penitent of their sins - called to give sight to the blind by showing them Christ 

crucified for the sins of the world - called to set at liberty those who are oppressed by taking them to 
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the empty Easter tomb - and called to read the Word to the people of God. 
 
What Word? Well, today, on this day, it is this Word of God ... 
 
"The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me to preach Good News to the poor. 
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 
 
The eyes of all in the sanctuary were fixed on Him, and because the Word made flesh was present 

with His people by His Word that day, He continued to forgive, to release, to give sight, to set at 

liberty, and to proclaim Jubilee to them, right there. And thus faithful pastors in Christendom 

joyfully state what has continued since the Word began: "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing." Amen. 


